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Right Reverend Father in G0 D, 


NICOLAS, 


CLAGET 
By Divine Permiſſion, 


Lord Biſhop of EXETER; 


And to the Honourable 


Sir William Morice Bart. 


(at whoſe Expence the Church 
of Werrington was erected) 


This DISCOURSE 
Is moſt Humbly Inſcribed 


By the AuTraoR. 
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HA d dA I. 8. 
—— Build the Hou 2 and I will take 
pleaſure in it, and I will be glori- | 
fied, ſaith the Lord 
HESE Words contain a Command 
from God to the People, the Prieſts 
| and the Elders of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, after their return from the 
Captivity and the heavy Loſs They had ſuſ- 
tained in the Deſtruction of the firſt Temple, 
to ere another for his publick Worſhip. This 
had been undertaken a indeed by Them ſome- 
Years before, when the Aſſiſtance and Prote- 
Qion of Cyras b concurred with their own De- 


fires for laying the Foundation of it. But as 


their Efforts in conducting this Work had been, 
by the Inſtigation of their Enemies, at firſt at- 
tended with real Obſtaclese; ſo afterwards, on 
the Removal of theſe, Imaginary one's aroſe, 
and by their Actions they evidenced a regard 
for Themſelves ſuperior to any They enter- 
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Delays, He ſent his Prophet to reprove Them 


it ſolloweth in the Words immediately pre- 


121 | 
tained for promoting God's Glory, For tho 
They had been very induſtrious in providitg 
elegant Accommodations 2 for their own Pri. 
vate Ute, yet they were totally remiſs in pro- 
ceeding to finiſh: their Fabric for the Publick 
Services of Religion. To excuſe this Negle& 
falſe Pretexts indeed were alledged b by ow 
But as God ſaw that their true Motives to Thi 
were founded on their Follies and Vices, and 
that his own Juſt Honour and the common 
Benefit of his People admitted of no longer 


for their paſt Neglect, to admoniſh Them of 
thoſe ſeyere Temporal Judgments it had occa- 
fioned<, and to excite Them to reſume and 
compleat their Work by. the Atſurance of his 
fin war: Mercies 4. 

o this end They are exhorted (v. 705 in the 
awful Name of the Lord of Hoſts, to conſider 
their Ways ; impartially to reflect on their un- 
worthy treatment of God and his Religion, 
and on thoſe heavy Calamities they had incur- 
red by it. And hence They are directed, as 


ding my Text, to goe to the Mountain and 
bring Wood, i i. e. to Tupply themſelves from 0, \ 
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Foreſts on Mop ite, Dodary ab 
like Materials for finiſhing this Temple 
lemon had provided: for His :. Aud tho; u. 


that Firſt Temple, God declares that 'He' old 
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greeably to the Promiſe heretofore made b co 


take pleaſure. in it, and He would be glorifyed; 
fignifying that He would dwell in it and vouch- 
lafe his more eſpecial Favour to it, inaſmuch 
25 He choſe to have-his'Worſhip and Praife- 
there celebrated; nnn and Majeſty there 
diſplayed. * 1.1 + 4 

As from the Words of my Text, thai? ex- 


plained, We may ſee that the rebuilding a Place 


for the regular Performance of Gods publick 
Worſhip wasexpreſsly required by Him; and as, 
when erected with a ſuitable Elegance and Dig 
nity, e We ſee it was ſolemnly Dedicated 4 to his 
Service; ſo from hence I may take Occaſion to 


conſider, i in my following Diſcourſe, not only the 


Neceſſity of Appropriating, but likewiſe the 


Reaſonableneſs of Adorning and Conſecrating 
Buildings to Religious Uſes. After which 1 


anſwer pd the Ends of ſuch Tn by dill" 
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ſhall give ſome Account of our Obligations to 


C4) | 
gently reſorting to them, and by a Derout Be. 
haviour in them. 

I. The Neceſſity of Apptopriating Building 
to Religious Uſes may clearly be evinced as 
well from God's poſitive Appointment in the 
more early Ages of the World, and under the 
Jewiſh Oeconomy, as from their being peculi- 
liarly ſuited to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and 
the Directions and Examples of the Firſt Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel : From moſt of which In- 
ſtances We may likewiſe infer the great Pro- 
Priety of Adorning and Conſecrating them. 
But indeed if we conſider abſtractedly from 
theſe Particulars, which I ſhall hereafter treat 
of, the ſeveral Grounds on which ſuch Practiſes 
. are founded, and the general Ends for which 
Buildings of this kind are deſtined, We may e- 
ven from hence deduce our ſtricteſt Obligations 

corncerning them. 

'- Accordingly, an open Publick Worſhip of 
the Deity, a National eſtabliſhed Form of it 
(with which the having Places for it's Exerciſe 
in all the Subordinate Diviſions of a Country 
hath ſo near a Connexion) is not only found- 
ed on the Authority of Revelation, but on the 
Juſteſt Concluſions of Reaſon. . For if We on- 
ly conſider God's Nature, as comprehending 
within it all Perfection and Power, and the im- 
| 120 
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mediate Relation which He bears to all Colle- 


. 


Rive Bodies of Men, What can be more neceſ- 
ſary than for ſuch Members of Communities, 
as are aſſociated together, to Joyn in publickly 
adoring and celebrating his Excellencies, and 
to unite in one Common Acknewledgment and 
Addreſs to Him ? And if we conſider ourſelves 
in our National Capacity, as having Publick 
Bleſſings to petition for, or to commemorate 
--- Publick Sins to confeſs and to lament; and 
Publick Calamities to deprecate ; Is there not 
a Natural Fitneſs that Theſe, and the like Par- 
ticulars, ſhould become SubjeQts of a Joint Con- 
cern, and that ſuch Concern ſhould be expreſs- 
ed in ſome Publick and Common Form of Wor- 
ſhip? But if theſe Points are true, may we not 
hence alone diſcern the Reaſonableneſs of pro- 
viding, in proper Diſtricts, for Thoſe who are 
Sharers in the ſame Good, or Partakers of the 
ſame Evil, and Joined by the Ties of Neigh- 
bourhood, ſome Publick and Common Edifi- 
ces, in which They may ſolemnize the ſeveral 
Kinds of Worſhip, 

The having theſe the Dictates of mere Hu- 
man Prudence, and the Suggeſtions of Com- 
mon Underſtanding, grounded on the Advan- 
tages reſulting from them in other Caſes, muſt 
recommend and preſcribe, We know that Rea- 
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fons of Conveniency and Uſe; wich 4 Senſs f 


Decency and Elegance, have exerciſed Human 
Induſtry, and have even given Birth to Arts for 
raiſing and adorning Private Habitations. We 
ſee that, moved by the like cauſes, Civil Societies 
have Judged it neceſſary to appropriate Publick 
Buildings for the Reception of Perſons aſſem- 
bled on affairs purely ſecular; that more ſtate- 
ly Structures have been erected for the Seats 
of Laws and Government. and for the ſolemn 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice; and that the Trea- 

ſures of Nature and Art have been employed 
on the Palaces of Princes, as ſuited to and be- 
coming their Grandeur, and as productive of 
Awe and Re ſpect in Thofe who reſort to them. 
But theſe Reaſons are more peculiarly appli 
cable to, and ſuch Ends more eſpecially pro- 
moted by the erecting and adorning Places 
which may be appropriated to the Service of 
God. For, ls it not of infinitely more Impor- 
tance to provide for the commodious Reception. 
of Perſons aſſembled on Occaſions where-their 
Temporal and Spiritual, their Preſent and E- 
ternal Intereſts are concerned, than to ſtucdy 
the Accommodation of Thoſe who are called 
together for the Tranſaction of Inferior Con 
cerns, and to proſecute a leſs. extenſive Intereſt? | 
And foraſmuch' as God's Nature, — 


TEOEEEOSESESRDSES 


— 
© 2 


SFS BASS Hy 5 


"251. K 


and Authority are infinitely. ſupertor to b 
faint Emanations from them viſible in 3 

Beings, Is it not, above all Obligat bog: f 
this Kind, e 
means for creating in others, and te 
by our own Conduct the moſt awful Conce- 
ptions of our Almighty Creator and Governor? 
If therefore-External Uniformity, Fitneſs and 
Order are adapted to promote ſuch Ends, are 
not thoſe Rules concerning them, which Man- 
kind judge expedient with regard to Them- 
ſelyes, as far as Circumſtances may admit, to 
be transferd to Places devoted to God's Uſe, 


to them? For tho a Magnificence and Gran- 
deur in them can only be neceſſary on par- 
ticular occaſions, and tho Superſtitious or Su- 
perfluous Ornaments may be productive of ill 
Effects; yet in all cafes a. modeſt unaffected 
Elegance at leaſt, and a Juſt: Decency of Or- 
nament, cannot but higlily become the Dig. 
nity of ſuch Places, and be worthy of the Ma- 
an of det Bagh to whom they are appro- 
priated, 
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Places for Publick Worſhip in this manner, but 
ſhew. likewiſe the Expediency of ſolemnly de- 
2 and | publiſhing their intended Sacred 

Uſe 
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and to be more inviolable Laws with relation 


Nor may — only dictate the providing 
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Uſe, in order to guard. them from any futury 
licentious Proſtitution, and to implant and cul 
tivate a Veneration and Religious Preconce- 
ption in their Favour, by yielding them up in 
a ſolemn manner, as the ſole Right and Pro- 
perty of the Almighty. For as in the way of 
Analogy, from Publick Edifices erected for Ci. 
vil Uſes We may infer our greater Obligation 
to the erecting and adorning Religious Str. 
ctures; ſo from the Nature and Uſe of ſolemn 
Deſignations to Supreme Offices amongſt Man- 
kind, from their Forms in transferring Pro- 
perties, notifying the Uſes of Publick Places 

and the like, We may in a higher degree dif- 
cern the Reaſonableneſs of publickly dedics 
ting and conſecrating Houſes for God's Wor- 
ſhip by proper and ſignificant Forms. And 
when This circumſtance concurs in Them with 
thoſe others which have been mentioned al- 
ready, They muſt not only be more worthy to 
be uſed by Rational Beings and the true Vots- 
ries of Religion, but We may have Juſt grounds 
for boping, that the Great God may accept of 
Them as his Particular Habitations, and the 
Places where his Glory may peculiarly reſide. 
True indeed it is, according to the ſublime 

Deſcriptions of the inſpired Writers, — 

Las 8 
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[9] 
s Heaven is God s Throne and the Earth his foot- 
fool; that as b He mbabitech Ererniry, fo the 
his infinite Majeſty. But certainly Nothing 
can be more vain than the Inferences, which 
ſome have preſumed to draw from Truths of 
Holineſs of Places, and the 'Propriety of ſer- 
ring God in Temples peculiarly ſet apart for 
his Worſhip. - For howerer impoſſible it may 
be in any wife to: comprehend God's Preſence, 
by whoſe cnlivening Power all Beings are ſup- 
ported, or to hmit his Beneficence, which is 
perpetually diffuſed thro the whole Univerſe; 
yet may we not juſtiy preſume (as Revelation 
authorizes Us to aſſert) that his Divine In- 
rate and more eſpecially be manifeſted in Hou- 
ſes dedicated to his Service And hence alſoy 
tho God be undoubtedly able at all times to 
but graciouſly accept the Prayers which are of- 
fer d to Him, in anj Places whatſoever, by right- 
ly diſpoſed perſons; yet may We not conclude 
that, in Places ſpecially ſet apart for honouring 
Han it is moſt fit to ĩmplore his Aſſiſtance and 
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. 
pay our publick Homage; and conſequently, 
that to worſhip God There is moſt expreſſive of 
our Reverence towards Him? Wr e 
As this may be alledged beyond the Rex 
ſons before mentioned to Juſtify and com- 
mend the erecting, and conſecrating Decent 
Buildings to God's Worſhip; ſo other Obſerys 
tions likewiſe may be rightly urged to this pur- 
poſe. For if God by his Almighty Power and 
Goodneſs created and framed this viſible World 
--- has ſtationed Us therein, and given it to Us 
for our Dwelling Place; ought not We, (who 
of all his Creatures here below are alone dig- 
nifyed with Powers which enable Us to perform 
it.) ought not we to ſingle out ſome Portion, 
and ſolemnly allott ſome part of it for glo- 
And l if all his Works, of infinite uſe and inimi- 
table Beauty, adminiſter to our Neceſſities ot 
Delight, ſhould not We be deſirous of paying 
Him ſome Tribute by iding Places for his 
immediate Service, which may have that Work- 
Himſelf inſpired abilities for performing, and 
provided Materials for the exerciſing? Ia 
Truth, where God's indulgent Bounty permits 
and enables Men to erect and adorn ſuch Build 
— yl. a 
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thor of their: Bbings and ot all cheir Bleſſings: | 
When They are likewiſe religiouſly appropri- 
ated and aſſigned to his ſolẽ Uſe and Worſhip; 
his Moral Image and Super ſeripeian is, ag it 
were, ſtampt and impreſſed on Them. As This 
rendring to God the Things 


may remind Us of r 
that are His; ſo it may inſttuct Us that the 
Place whereon we ſtand it, upon account of the 
Relation it bears to Him, Holy'Ground. And 
by this it's ſacred: Character, in Conjunction 
with ſome degree of External Beauty, it may 
be inſtrumental towards promoting a ww 
Conduct in our Religious Addreſſes. 
Were Theſe to be offered up in a 
Places, where ordinarily the Buſy and Gay 
Scenes of Life are tranſacted, Ideas of Levity 
or Buſineſs would be 'oftner aſſociated in the 
Imagination. The very Places might tempt 
the Proneneſs of our corrupted Nature to 4 
Diſſipation of Mind. They might invite and 
encourage ſuch Sentiments, as it would be ve- 
ry difficult to exclude, however unworthy of 
us to entertain. In like manner were this 
moſt important Buſineſs of Publick Worſhip 
to be peiforined in Dwellings of 8 lid Mea 

nefs, low and groveling Thoughts would pro- 


reſpon- 


[= ] 
| t thereto would be apt to follow, 
Hence, as Perſous of Taſte and Elegance would 
naturally diſlike fach Places, this very Dillike 
would be improved into a Reaſon for not fre. 
quenting them, or at leaſt the Devotion, them 
would be remiſa, and negligent, 2 
needing to be enlivened by thoſe Objech, 
which are fitted to produce and cheriſh it, 
On the other Side, when Publick Structures, 
decently adorned, are conſecrated and devot 
ed foley to Religious Worſhip, they have a n 
tural Tendency to advance and improve it s EA 
exciſe, For, as by pleaſing the Eye and ſtriking 
the Imagination they may draw Thaſe Perſons, 
who might otherwiſe abſent themſelves; ſo in 
thoſe who are preſent they may favour and 
encourage ſuch. a Frame of Mind, as is molt 
ged in, and is moiſt fitted to procute an Ar- 
cels to the Majeſty of God. They tend 10 
raiſe Men's Minds from abjedt Sentiments,aod 
to diſſipate vitious one as, to implant and 
promote a Spirit of Awe and Seriouſneſsa, and 
to excite aud enhven every — * 
| affection, AMT to nf 

. added, atiae biefdes thoſeals 
ful Effects chus produced hy the Elegance and 


a ESHTEOUOESSCERE>S5E 


= 


Karg pes. 


(1) 

wiſe of aſſembling together in them by 
Perſons, who concur in the ſame Religions 
Addreſſes, may promote their Right Perfor- 
mance. By Society itſelf Devotion may be 
increaſed, kindred Paſſions awakened, mutual 
Zeal inflamed; and in Others pious Examples 
may operate by influencing aud animating Men 
to the ſame Practiſe; And hence ſcarce any 
Great God, or more efficaciqus for procuring 
his Attention and Bleſſings,” than the united 
Thanks and Petitions of a whole Multitude,; 
with one Heart and Voice thus proſtrating 
chemſelves before his Throne, in Dwellings e- 
rn n 
vice. 0 

And as, by theſe. means, 2 greater Degres 
of Power may be given to Devotion, and of 
inward Life and Vigour- to Religion; ſo the 
outward Face of it, and it's publick conſpicuous 
Profeſſion is more eſpecially preſarved, and 
propagated in the World, Who ſees not, that 
the Bulk of Mankind is prone to ĩimmerſe them- 
ſelves in Worldly Concerns; --- apt to be over · 
run with Ignorance; and unwilling, or unable, 
of chemſelves, to perſorm, righely at leaſt, 
cheir own Devotion? And hence, however 
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[14] 
of Reaſon; -- however much-it-dignifies/ou 
Nature, and thus recommends itſelf to out 
Choice; yet it may juſtly. be:feared, that ver 
Men exempted from all Public Worſhip and 
Inſtruction, a Deluge of almoſt total Irretigion 
would ſoon overwhelm the World, and à 84. 
vage and brutal Barbarity of Manners, as itt 
genuine and natural Effect, muſt accompamy 
it. But theſe Inconveniences are in a great 
meaſure avoided, and theſe Evils remedied, 
by Men's enjoying the Opportunities of re- 
ceiving frequently Publick Aſſiſtance and Dite 
ion in their Forms of Worſhip; together with 
Spiritual Inſtruction. For, hence it is, "that 
the Principles of 'Virtue and Piety are inlii- 
led into their Minds; that the Knowledge 
thereof is cultivated amongſt them; and that 
a Foundation is laid for the habitual Pri- 
ctice of all Religious Duties, Nay, by 
Men's accuſtomed regular aſſembling together 
for this Purpoſe, the Natural and Civil Grounds 
of Union are cemented ; the Social Bonds and 
Ties are drawn cloſer together; and the Man- 
ners and Underſtandings of the Vulgar are, 
in ſome - civilized and refined. For 
the Attainment therefore of all theſe Ends, 
not only Perſons to officiate and Times to af 
ſemble at, muſt be appointed, but the appro- 
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ed to all ſuch Uſes. 


TRE 
ating likewiſe: of known and ſtated Places 
for the undiſturbod Diſcharge of Such Duties 


requiſite; and theſe Places} hen 
anyed with the Circumſtances of Ele- 
gance — a ſolemn Deſignation, which 1 have 
de ſore repreſented, eee 


As theſe are Natural Reaſons, from whence 
We may derive our Obligations to the erecting 
(as well as to the adorning and conſecrating) 
Places for God's Publick Worſhip, ſo, agreea- 
bly to This, We may obſerve, that Thoſe, 
who have been guided by the Light of Nature 
alone, have judged the Practice of all-theſe 
Particulars incumbent on them. For, not on- 
ly in the Preſent, but throughout the Antient 
Pagan World, 'in Proportion as Arts were in- 
vented, improved and perfeQed, they were 
devoted to ſacred Uſes; and, as, for Civil pur- 
poſes, publick Places were diſtinguiſhed from 
Private, it was deemed' at leaſt equally neceſ- 
ſary, to raiſe and preſerve, for the Publick 
Exerciſe' of Worlhip, Structures di- 
ſtinct from all Others. The erecting theſe 
their Legiſlators, renowned for Virtue and Wiſ. 
dom, required; = their Sages encouraged; 
-— and the Rich and the Great contributed 
chearfully towards them. And; as by "theſe 
4 | means 


; | 
116 
Art were beſtowed on (their Temples; ſa 4 
ſolemn Conſecration, by eſtabliſhed Cuſtom 
and the Sanctions of their Laws, preceded the 
Religious Uſe of Them. 

True indeed it is, that in all theſe reſpeds 
by the manner of diſcharging their Duty, they 
often really tranſgreſſed it. In their Worſhip, 
their Rites and Ornaments, they were apt to 
regard principally External Pomp and Pageas- 
try; nor did they dedicate and appropriate 
their Temples to the Service and Honour « 
the True, Inviſible, Spiritual God, who made 
Heaven and Earth, but to Gods of their om 
making, of Wood and Stone, — or to thy 
Hoſt of Heaven, or to Deceaſed Men, 
or to Creatures who were inferior to Men 
However, as This may teach us how Natural 
Religion is, and how ſuitable to the Minds f 
Men ſome publick Worſhip is (tho without 
Revelation extremely liable to be perverted 
and miſapplied;) ſo it ſhews likewiſe, that ia 
their Opinion, this Worſhip ſhould be perform 
ed in Buildings adorned and ſolemnly ſet apart 
for that purpoſe, An almoſt univerſal Agre® 
ment of all Nations in theſe Points (howere 
Cuſtoms of Superſtition and Idolatry became 
— therewith) is Fefe d 


Cn) 
in cheir Judgments They were uſeful or neceſ- | 
ſary to that End; and hence this general Con- 
ſent of Mankind may ſerve to illuſtrate the 
Arguments before alledged from the Reaſon 
and Nature of Things. 

But indeed as the fulleſt Corofrmacion bans 
of ariſes from the Authority'of Revelation; 
and as the Neceſſity of Appropriating Places 
to Religious Uſes may appear, not only from 
God's poſitive Appointment in the more early 
Ages of the World and under the Fewiſb Oe- 
conomy, but from ſuch Places being peculiarly 
ſaited to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and to 
the Directions and Examples of the ' Firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel; and as from moſt of 
theſe Inſtances We may likewiſe infer the great 
Propriety of Adorning and Conſecrating them; 
ſo theſe are Particulars which, as was before 
propoſed, I ſhall now proceed to treat of. 

II. Accordingly, if we begin with ſurvey- 
ing the Earlieſt Infant State of the World, 
when extraordinary Manifeſtations by God 
were made, when the Light of Reaſon in Men 
vas leſs darkned and eclipſed, and their Wor- 
ſhip unallayed with thoſe which 
afterwards oppreſſed it, We may ſee the true 
Original of Appropriating and Conſecrating 
Places to Religious Uſes. 
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Thus, We that ſoon after the fir! 
Formation of Mankind, as God ſer apatt On: 
Day, in the wedkly Revolution, for his Set. 
vice; ſo by his Immediate Preſence, He ſat 
ctifyed particular Places d; which We may con. 
jecture from the ſacred Text were, in cotifor 
mity to his Will, pitched on by our Firſt pn 
rents, as well as others of the fame < kind by 
their immediate Deſcendants, for preſeritity 
in them their Prayers, CEO and Sacrih- 

ces. 
If after this We conſider the enſuing Pattiar 
chal State, when Families began to be multi 
plyed, and Communities to be formed, We 
may find a more diftin& acconnt of ſuch Pre 
ices, For however in thoſe times, the Iba 
birants of the World were difperfed by Tr: Ml © 
vellings, and difunited by Watfare ; and bob 
ever imperfectiy the Manual Arts had probs 
bly been cultivated by Them; yet We may ſer 
that the moſt Diſtinguiſhed Perſons, cithet 
from the erpreſs Command of the Suptetne 
Being, or moved by the Dictates of their own i ©! 
Reaſon, were Zealous in eſtabliſhing ſome fe f. 
culiar Places for publick Hence ve th 
"ny Abraham, the fluſtrious Founder of th 


wh. { 


Jew 


« Gen. II. 3. 1 1 84 7 
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Jewiſh Nation, to whom God made frequent 
Reyelations of his Will, conſtantly erecting 
Altars a Wherever He fixed his Abgde, and 
ſometimes planting near them ſacred Groves b: 
and in theſe places He ſalemnized the diffe- 
rent Offices of Religion. Thus alſo We read 
that Jacob by Divine Command built an Al 
tar e, and that, after an extraordinary Viſion 


wuchſafed, He reared a Monumental Pillar d, 
which He Dedicated to God by one of the 


ſame Rites whereby the Perſons of Princes are 
at preſent declared ſacred, and which He de- 
nominated his Houſee, as being a Seat thus 
ſolemnly ſet apart for the Future ere 
External Worſhip. 

Other Inſtances reſembling theſe occur in 
the Hiſtory of the Venerable and Primitive 
Fathers of Mankind, who were under the mare 
immediate Direction of the Almighty. And 
from thence We may ſee, that as they com- 
monly pitched on Places, which by the extraor- 
dinary Appearance God had made in them, or 
elſe upon ſome other accounts tended to im- 
print a reyerential Awe on their Minds, ſo 
* provided likewiſe ſuch Altars and Orato- 
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[ 20 ] 
ries, as were moſt adapted to their peculiar 
circumſtances, and the Climate they lived 
ander ; in the Frame of which We have lit- 
tle reaſon to doubt, but as much Graceful. 
neſs and Order were uſed, as was conſiſtent 
with the almoſt artleſs Simplicity of thoſe 
Times. 

In the next memorable Period of the Reli- 
gious State of the World, when the Jew 
Nation were miraculouſly reſcued from their 
Captivity, and placed by God as ſbining Light: 
on the Earth, They were by Himſelf required, 
on the firſt Delivery of their Law, and imme- 
diately on their being formed into a Natio- 
nal Church, to provide for it's Uſe a move- 
able Tabernacle a, ſuited to this their Then 
unſettled State. However as this Tabernacle 
was ornamented and embelliſhed with all the 
Elegance and Luſtre which Divinely inſpired 
Artificers could confer on itÞ; ſo was it by Gods 
Appointment ſolemnly conſecrated<; and We 
find Him likewiſe condeſcending by viſible To- 
kens, and by ſome extraordinary Manifeſts- 
tions of his Glory and Preſence d, to take, 26 
it were, Perſonal Poſſeſſion of it, and promiſing 

There to maintain an Intercourſe with them“ 


—— —_—_— 
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Nay, 


P 

Nay, God enjoined them to come thither from 
their remoteſt Habitations, after their Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the promiſed Land, thrice in each Year, 
inorder to pay to Him their united Publick Ho- 
mage 2; He to this End, by a ſtanding Miracle 
(which of itſelf demonſtrated the Divine Autho- 
rity of their Religion) protecting them from all 


11 
ed 
it. 
ul. 
nt 
le 


their Enemies b. 


However, as after their ſettled Abode in 
this Land, many Places for Divine Worſhip 


(ſome of which were agreeable to the Patriar- 
chal Model c) ſeem, in Conjunction with the 
Tabernacle, to be uſed by them; ſo God had 
declared © that the Tabernacle itſelf (which, 
tho ſplendid in it's kind, was only, in it's Na- 
ture, of Temporary Convenience) ſhould at 
length be altered for a more Durable and fixed 
Edifice, in which his Name ſhould be recorded, 
and his Worſhip celebrated. And to this End 
David is ropreſented i, as ſoon as a proper Con- 
juncture of Circumſtances admitted, to have 
expreſſed the warmeſt Zeal for erecting One 
Great National Temple in which God's Ser- 
vice might be Daily PITS and to which 
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L221 
all the Tribes, at ſtated times, with à Joint 
concurrence in the ſame Faith and Worſhip, 
might be commanded to reſort. But the Deſign, 
which had been meditated by the Father, (and 
which tho prevented in its Execution, is ſaid to 
have met with God's particular Approbation 
his Son and Succeſſor fully accompliſhed Þ; who, 
ſuitably to the Greatneſs of his Riches, the 
Extent of his Power, and the Magnificence of 
his Diſpoſition, diſplayed his Piety by ereRing 
a Temple of unequalled Grandeur, worthy of 
the Great Fehovah to inhabit. And as He made 
a ſolemn Dedication © of it in thoſe becoming 
Strains of Eloquence and Wiſdom, which You 
have heard read to You this Day ; fo God by 
a reſplendent Clond of Glory diſplayed hi 
Majeſty therein d, and promiſed that He would 
be attentive aud propitious to the Worſhip of 
| ferred up in ite. 51 | 

But nevertheleſs God at this Time likewiſe an. 
fully declaredf, that if the Jews did not attend 
his Service wich a true Zeal, and conduct theit 
Lives with a Juſt Obedience, they ſhould fed 
the heavieſt Effects of his Diſpleaſure, 30d ther 
Temple thould at length be totally deſtroyed. 
And agreeably to this We find afterwards, 


« 1 Kings VIII. 18. 6 VI. 1. „ VIII. 23. 4 — 10,1 
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[ 27 ] 
that, in Conſequence of their Idolatry and Im- 
moralities, their Temple fell a Sacrifice to ho- 
ſtile Rage, and they themſelves were ſent into 
a Foreign Land in ſevere Captivity, 2 

However, when an Amendment of Manners 
had rendered them more worthy of it, God 
took Compaſſion on them, and by his Will 
they were not only reſettled in their antient 
Country a, but a Second Temple (according 
to my Text) was by his immediate — 
required to be erected; He to this End inſpi- 
ring the Hearts of Princes to permit and to 
favour their undertaking it, and ſending his 
Prophets to excite and animate them to the 
compleating it. To this End alſo the Glory 
of Lebanon d (in Conjunction with the remain- 
maining Ornaments of the Firſt Temple c) was 
choſen by God to beautify the Place of this hu 
ſanctuary; and when the Whole was finally con- 
claded, We fee that it's Dedication was cele- 
brated with fotemn Forms of Worlhip. To 
which may be added that as ih Proceſs of Time 
this Temple was ſacrilegiouſly prophaned ; fo 
We find the Reſtoration of it to it's priſtin 
Beauty and Worſhip attended with the like 
Sodemmnities of a Conſecration. 4 In ſacceeding 
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Times likewiſe the ſame Forms ſeem to be re, 
peated when by Herod it's former Buildings 
were renewed, and thole great Acceſſions made 
to it of Ornament and Dignity. 

But what moſt truly hallowed, ennobled ani 
dignifyed this Temple, in Purſuance of the 
Prophetic Predictions , was the 
and Preaching of the Prince of Peace, the King; 
of Glory, the Meſſiah in whom all Nations men 
to be bleſſed; and the Neceſſary Uſes of ſuch 
Places were by Him .likewiſe made, in ſome 
reſpects, more manifeſt to the World, _ 

As. indeed He during his Miniſtry declared, 
that He came not to deſtroy, but to fulfill the 
Lam b, ſignifying not only That which wa 
founded in Reaſon, but That alſo which wa 
delivered in the Fewiſh Revelation; ſo from 
hence alone We might colle& his Will con- 
cerning the Appropriating, as well as the A- 
dorning and Conſecrating Places to Religious 
Uſes. For if (as I have before repreſented) 
Practices of this Kind are founded on various 
Moral Grounds, and if they were generally te 
ceived by the Gentiles, and likewiſe, in obe- 
dience to Divine Command, ſtrictly obſerved 

by the Jews; there needed no Particular E Ex- 


II. Malac, III. 1. V. 17. 
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hortat „s New Poltire'Law to enforce 
Sonic 8 

However,” if We ande the true Nature 
of our Saviour's Oeconomy, and of ſome of 
us Inſtructions, We may'deduce New Obliga- 
ior to the having Places for Publick Worſhip; 
2s well as from his Life and Conduct infer his 
highef E 
bliſhed amongſt the Jews. 

Thus We find Him during his Abode at 
Jeraſalem conſtantly reſorting to the Temple, 
to attend it's ſtated Offices, and There to ex- 
erciſe his Spiritual Functions =, As the Anni» 
verſary Feſtival of it's Dedication was always 
obſerved, He honoured it with his own Per- 
ſonal Appearance b. He declared that Oaths 
were ſtrictly obligatory, even when made by 
the Temples, as deriving their Force from Him 
that dwelleth therein, i. e. as being conſecrated 

to his Service, and peculiarly inhabited by his 
Preſence. Laſtly, he gave a memorable Proof 
of the Sanctity belonging to this Place, by 
that unuſual Degree of ſevere Zeal, which he 
expreſſed againſt the Profaners of it d. For, 
Wann 
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only, which was appropriated to the Proſelyte; 
of the Gentiles ; and theſe being Alien, to the 
Common Wealth of Iſrael, embraced not the 
Religion of Moſes, yet as they adhered to the 
Belief of the true God, and were wont There 
to aſſemble for the regular performance of his 
Publick Worſhip, He thought it neceſſary to 
eſpouſe their Cauſe ; and making uſe of his 
Regal Power, he did authoritatively eject thoſe 
who dared to obſtruct or interrupt them, And 
| hence likewiſe, tho the Place in which they 

aſſembled, 'was only an A or Ext6 
rior Part of their Tewple, yet as it had been 
by Prophetic Prediction a, by Antient Ulage, 
and by ſolemn Defignation, ſet apart as « 
Houſe of Prayer for al Nations, he was Zer- 
lous in vindicating it from ſacrilegious inva- 
fion, and in reſtoring it to it's true Sacred Uſe. 
As to the Synagogues, which were every 
where diſperſed throughout Judea, in Sabor- 

dination and Aid to the Temple (and in which 
Elegance was conſulted, as well as Rites of 
Conſecration uſed) We find it repreſented # 
our Saviour's cuſtom Þlikewiſe, to embrace al 


ſaitable'Occafions of frequenting them. And 
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Officer, was alledged by the Elders of the m/ 
as a Teſtimony of his Worthineſs and Aﬀe- 
(tion to their Country; and was admitted by 


| Chriſt himſelf as a juſt Inducement to requite 


his Beneficence and Piety, by exerting a mi- 
raculous Power to heal his Servant 2. 

As from theſe Inſtances of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Conduct We may ſee ſufficient Indica- 
tions of his high Regard for Places of this 
kind ; ſo this may likewiſe be ſtrongly infer- 
red from their great Conduciveneſs to pro- 
mote the avowed Cauſes of his coming into 
the World, I mean God's Glory and the Sal- 
vation of Men's Souls. To this purpoſe he 
ordained b that an External Church, or, a Per- 
petual Viſible Body of his Diſciples (of which 
Himſelf is the Head) ſhould in all Ages be 
eſtabliſhed throughout the World. He inſti- 
tuted likewiſe a Sett of Paſtors and Gover- 
nors*, for theſe Ends eſpecially, namely to in- 
ſtruct Men in the knowledge of his Religion, 
and to conduct the Publick Worſhip. And 
hence they were required alſo to adminiſter 
his Two diſtinguiſhing Ordinances ; by the 
One of which they were to be publickly ad- 
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continuing in the ſame, and for ever to com: 


feſſors of Chriſt's Religion, will farther appear, 


mongſt it's Members, by the Exerciſe of il 


Two or Three are gathered together in his Name bt 
will be in the midſt of them d; ſo hath he like- 


CPE. 
mitted into the Communion- of his Church 
and by the Other as publickly to declare theit 


memorate his Death b. Bat all ſuch Inſtitu 
tions of Chriſt, as they are Viſible and pub 
lick Acts, and ought to have ſtated Aſſemblies 
for the Performance of them; ſo they preſup 
poſe, or by Neceſſary implication require the 
having Structures appropriated to ſuch Uſes. 
The Neceſſity of theſe in regard to the Pro. 


if we conſider how ſtrictly it is commanded that 
Unity and Communion c ſhould be preſerved + 


mutual Affection and good Offices, — by the 
Profeſſion of all the Eſſentials of the ſame com- 
mon Faith, — and by the Performance of the 
ſame common Worſhip. And as in regard to 
this latter Chriſt hath declared, that wherever 


wiſe, that if Men do not recognize his Au- 
thority and profeſs their Homage to him in 
the Eye of the World, he will finally diſown 
them ©. Which gracious Promiſe on the one 
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hand, and ſevere Threatning on the other, 
We cannot but peculiarly apply to thoſe, who 
by frequenting Places dedicated to God's Wor- 
ſhip entitle themſelves to his Bleſſings, or by 
Peglecting to do ſo expoſe — to his 
Diſpleaſure. 

To this account of our Bleſſed Saviour's In- 
ſtructions and Practice it may be proper to add 
ſome brief account of the ſimilar Conduct of 
the more early Chriſtians both when they firſt 
embraced his Religion, and afterwards when 
it was peacably eſtabliſhed in the World. 

Thus We find the Apoſtles and Diſciples of 
our Saviour, immediately after his Aſcenſion, 
continually reſorting to the Temple at the 
Times of it's ſtated Publick Devotions a, as 
being not as yet obliged to renounce. Commu- 
nion with the Jews. However as Diſciples of 
Chriſt, and as Members of his Myſtical Body, 
They conſtantly repaired likewiſe to a Private 
ſacred Apartment b, which We may preſume 
to have been that Lois Upper Room which 
their Lord himſelf had fanGifed to Adds and 
Exerciſes of Religion. Here, it ſeems, they daily 
"tmbled to ſolemnize their united Worſhip it 
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his Name; - to obſerve more particulath 
that Sabbath - Day which wag dedicated to hi 
Memory ; ----- and to partake of that Hoh 
Feaſt which had been inſtituted by his Com- 
mand, It may farther be remarked that x 
moſt conſpicuous Divine Glory (the ſame per. 
haps as formerly filled their Tabernacle and 
Temple) ſeems here to have been diſplayed, 
producing a moſt miraculous effuſion of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. And as hence the number of Diſciple: 
both amongſt the Prieſts and People in Feruſalen 
multiplyed greatly b; ſo We may juſtly preſume 
that Oratories of the ſame kind, where they 
could aſſemble with moſt convenience and ſe 
curity, were proportionably increaſed among 
theme. 

After this Time, when the Apoſtles, in o 
bedience to Divine Command, travelled to ſe- 
veral diſtant Parts of the World, propagating 
Chriſt's Goſpel, We find that on gaining 
competent Number of Proſelytes, they were 
Zealous in forming and regulating Publick S 
cieties and Churches. Hence We read an R- 
piſtle of St Paul full of directions for a right 
Deportment in the Houſe of God®; and hence 
We ſee Him enjoyning his Converts not to fa 
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e the aſſembling themſelver together a; heavi- 
ly cenſoring thoſe who deſpiſed the Church of 
Cod by making no juſt Diſcrimination between 
Houſe: and Aſſemblies for Entertainment, and 
thoſe other ſacred Places and Aſſemblies; and 


laſtly, preſcribing Rules for perfect Order and 
External Decorum therein c. 


From theſe Particulars, compared with the 
Accounts which we meet with of Churches in 
private Houſes d, We may reaſonably collect 
that if thoſe who firſt embraced the Goſpel 
had not Structures reſembling the Fewiſh Sy- 
nagogues ( whoſe general Oeconomy the A- 
poltles ſeem to have adopted) yet that they 
were not deſtitute of ſach Retired and Private 5 
Oratories, as were frequent amongſt the eme, 7 
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and moſt accommodated to their Particular 
Conveniency. For as they were generally la- 
bouring under the Senſe of Preſent, or the 
Apprehenſion of impending Perſecations ; ſo 
their Numbers rarely required large Publick 
Edifices, nor did their Circumſtances allow of 
Expenſive Ornaments ; Beſides that an addi- 
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However, as ſoon as the Times of per ble 


ed the Protection and Support of the Cini 
Powers, We may in their Conduct diſcern the 
neareſt reſemblance of the Practice and Cos 
ſtitution of our own National Church. For 
in the Seats of Empire and other Extenſive 
and Capital Cities Such Stately and Magn» 
— were erected, as were ſuited 
great occaſions, and were ſtanding Mond 
— — that Publick Glory which was given 
to God. But in leſſer Diſtricts commodiou 
Buildings were raiſed, Decent Utenſils and 
Ornaments were provided, an Elegant Simpl 
city was introduced. And as a neceſſary com- 
pleating part We read that a peculiar Conlſe- 
cration by authorized Governors of the Church 
was always ſuperadded, in which a particular 
Donation to God was made, a ſole Property 
to him- conveyed, and a ſacred Benedichos 
umplored. 

III. Having thus Annen en 
Neceſlity of Appropriating, as well as the 
great Propriety of Adorning and Confecrat- 
ing Buildings to Religious Uſes, by various 
Arguments drawn from Reaſon and Revela- 
tion, and from the Examples of thoſe who 
followed the dictates of both, as , 


we - + 
able Circumſtances would permit; I ſhall now 
xocced/ta:rthe laſt Head of my Diſcourſe, 
ad give ſome account of our obligations to 
N 
| ts ng: o- om, chaps Bs 
1 ke] 
And with Regard to theſe Daten ie thay 
de noted, that the Declaration made by God 
1 my Text concerning his Temple when e- 
ected, that He mould take Pleaſure in it, and 
would be gloriſed, may deſerve particularly 
d be conſidered by Us, as implying likewiſe 
ie ſtrongeſt Motives to the making a Right 
ſe of it. For, We cannot conceive God pay» 
Ing his Regard to the mere Material Edifice, 
abſtracted from that Spiritual End to. which 
it was ſubſervient, namely that his People 
might themſelves love the Habitatian of his 
Houſe, and the place where bis Honour dwell» 
eth a. And from hence whilſt they frequented 
it to pay, in a becoming manner, their Pub- 
lick Homage to Him, they were entitled ro 
3 ——— — 66-46 
Duties they perſormed were important. 
As therefore for the attainment of ſuch 
Ends God required his Temple to be erected, | 
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and: annexed his Gracious Promiſus to it. 
ſa under the Chriſtian Diſpenſatioa We haye 
the juſteſt reaſon. to be aſſured, thut Public 
Worſhip, when ſincerely and rightly perform 
ed, will be in like manner the means of pro- 
curing God's Approbation and Favour,” as it 
muſt alſo be an inftroment of advancing his 


Honour and Glory. And theſe ate Reaſom . 
which of themſelves give Us the greateſt Ev Wl x; 
couragement, and lay on Us the higheſt Ob c. 
ligation to; anſwer rightly the Ends of thoſe Will vj 
Places which are dedicated to his Service, ' pr 


Thus, what more Rational Ambition ca Se 
a Human Mind be poſſeſſed with than the 
performing thoſe Duties in which God's Goo 
neſs inclines Him to take ſome kind of Con- 
placency *. What more powerful Motive cat 
there be to enter into his Gates with Daa 
geving, and into his Courts with Praiſe, thus 
that He will accept our Imperfect Services; 
that He will hear Us from bit Seat in Heaven, 
and that when He heareth He will be mers 
ful» d And what greater Ends can We propoſe 
to ourſelves, than that He, who is the A 
mighty Diſpoſer of all Events, and the Great 
Director of our Lives in all Stages of our he- 
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ing, ſhogld-by theſe means communicate bot 
his Perfonal, and Publick, his Temporal and 
Spiritual Bleſſings on Us It our Private Co- 
pacities a Conſciouſneſs of God's Approba · 
tion and Fayour ought to be regarded as the 
ſupreme Happineſs of Human Life ; and the 
partaking of it, in whatever way He plea- 
ſes to confer it, ought to be the ultirhats 
End of all our Purſuits.” And as Members of 
Communities, We always ought to regatd like» 
wiſe the Guidance of his Counſel, and- the 
onen of: his: Pravidentyr:aaf-eur ugh 

Security and Defence. 
Theſe Bleſſings therefore We are encoura- 
ged to hope for. by regularly attending his 
Service, and by offering up our united Pub- 
lick Addreſſes to him. Here We may humbly 
preſume that our joint Humiliations may a- 
vert his Jadgments, that oar' Mutual Inter- 
cellions, through Chriſt's, may bring down 
his Mercies, and that our Publick Thankſgiv- 
ings may be accepted as ſome kind of ſuits 
able Return | for the numberleſs unmerited 
Bleflings' conferred on Us: In a Word, by 
here attending God's Public Service (when 
joined with the Performance of all other Parts 
of our Duty) We may hope that our Wants 
_ be — by his Fullneſs; that our 
Weak- 
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Weakneſs will be aided by his Strength; and 
that thro his Paternal Care all our juſt De. 
fires and Requeſts will be crowned with Sac- 
As thus a Regard to our own moſt impor 
tant Intereſt demands our Attendance on Pub- 
lick Worſhip; ſo what makes it a Duty to 
God of the greateſt Obligation is His Honour 
and Glory reſulting from it. To This We are 
obliged to refer all our Thoughts, Words and 
Actions a, and This is one Great End, one 
peculiar diſtinguiſhing Advantage of Publick 
Worſhip. True indeed it is that, 'ſtriay 
ſpeaking, God's infinite Perfections make Him 
incapable of receiving any additions to that 
mconceivable Glory, which is eſſentially inhe- 
rent in his Nature, and diſplayed in all his 
Works. However as He created Us Intell 
gent and Moral Agents, and endued Us with 
Faculties which enable Us to diſcern, acknow- 
ledge and adore his Excellencies, Reaſon it- 
felf teaches that by the Right Uſe of theſe 
Faculties We ſhould exhibit his Glory to the 
World. Of this the Material Parts of his Crea- 
tion are Inſtruments, by uniformly obſerving 
—— W muß all irra- 
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tonal Beings, by acting according to their 
Inſtincta. But our Province aud our 


Duty is, to glorify his Name by perſecting our 
own Nature, and by acting wholly to his Ho- 
nour; not only out of regard to the Facul- 
ties with which He created Us, and to his 
continued Providential Government over Us, 
but alſo on Account of thoſe farther Obliga- 
tions which ariſe from our aer ee . 
Chriſta, ; 

To this purpoſe i in Places 40d Aſſemblies 
for God's Worſhip, we make publick Confeſſi- 
on of all our Deviations from his Laws; We 
openly profeſs Allegiance to his 'adorable Ma- 
jeſty; We teſtify our abſolute Dependance 
on Him; and proclaim the inward Senſe 
We entertain of his Perfections. By theſe 
means it is that our Light ſbiner before Men, 
and that worthy notions of our common Pa- 
rent, Preſerver and Governour are produced 
and cheriſhed in their Minds. And when Com-' 
munities of Men thus concur in outward and 
vihble Acts of this kind, greater Honour and 
Glory maſt redound to God, than can poſ- 
hbly ariſe from any private or particular 
_ In ſhort, this gives — wad — 
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the [glorified Spirits above, who perpetually 
aud Power be unto Him that fitteth' upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb far ever and bver - 
{Theſe are Obligations to a diligent- Atten- 
dance on Publick Worſhip which may be de- 
rived from the Declaration made by God in 
my Text. Vatious other Proofs to the fame 
purpoſe might indeed be alledged from the 
Reaſon and Nature of Things ----- from the 
Authority of Divine Revelation from the 
Examples of the Firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, 
and other Heads of Argument. But I have 
anticipated my diſcourſing on theſe by the 
Reflections which have been offerred in the 
preceding Parts of my Diſcourſe. For the 
ſame Reaſons which have been aſſigned to 
prove the Neceſſity of Appropriating Build- 
ings to Publick Worſhip cannot but as ſtrong - 
ly infer our Obligations to anſwer the End 
propoſed by them. And from all theſe rea- 
tons We may be convinced that if We would 
act che Part that becomes Us as Men awd Chri- 
ſtians, and if We would manifeſt a juſt Re- 
gatd to our own true Intereſt and Duty, We 
qught to pay a diligent atteridance on the Pab- 
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lick Services of Religion, as ſuitable occaſions 
way offer; and more eſpecially on chat Day 
which has been by P * e Laws 
appropriated to them. FE 

However, our 8 FPS on Pablick 
Worſhip cannot of itſelf avail, except it by 
accompanyed. with all thoſe becoming Circum- 
ſtances, and with chat Right Deportment, vhich 
the Preſence! and Place We are in, and the 
daſineſʒ We are aſſembled about, require from 
Us. For We ſhould conſider that We are in 
the Houſe and under the more immediate In- 
lpection of the Almighty Sovereign of the U. 
viverſe, ' cleathed with Majeſty ani Honour; 
armed wich! irrefitable Power, in whoſe Na: 
ure unbounded Knoledge, Holineſs and Pu- 
rity are eſſentially-inherent ; --- That We pre- 
fer our Petitions at the Throne of his Juſtice 
and Mercy, from whence Puniſhments are de- 
nounced to the obſtinately Guilty, Pardon is 
proclaimed to the ſincerely Penitent, and Eter- 
nal Glory propoſed to the truly Obedient. 
And hence We may clearly diſcern how indiC 
penſably all ſuitable Regard and Attention is 
required from Us, and how culpable a ſupine 
and remiſs Diſcharge of our Duty, and any 
nrererent — muſt be. | 
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To avoid therefore all juſt Imputations of 
this kind, We muſt firſt pay a Seaſonable and 
Early Attendance-on the ſtated Publick Offices 
of Religion, when about to be performed. We 

| ſhould come to them with a prepared and re- 
collecting Frame of Mind, and with Right 
Conceptions imprinted on it. We ſhould en- 
| deavor to baniſh all Levity from our Aﬀe. 
| Riions, and Alienation from our Thoughts; to 
diſmiſs all our Worldly Cares, and to prevent 

| or diſſipate the incurſions of Foreign Iden 
| in our Imagination. However difficult it maj 
be to obtain perfectly theſe Qualifications, 

which are the berfections of Glorified Being 
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yet our Diligence and our beſt Efforts to thi 
purpoſe are eſſentially requiſite in the Publick 
Diſcharge of this our Duty to God. Even 
in the Preſence of any diſtinguiſhed 'Earthly 
Superiors the Practice of all indecent or un- 
worthy Deportment is avoided, as an Indig 
nity offered to them. But how infinitely 
more anxious ſhould We be not to incur any 
Guile of this kind in out Addreſſes to our A 
mighty Goyernor and Jadge. 

1n truth; if We would offer up theſe in 3 
becoming manner We ſhould #4 our Hearts 
poſſeſſed with an awful Senſe of all his gre# 


PerfeQions , and aQuated with lively Sent! 
ments 
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ments of Grititude and Obedience to Him. 
we ſhould have out Minds fixt on the Buſineſs 
We are employed in, and our Attention a- 
wakened to the Declarations made of God's 
Will. And as we thus ſhould be cloathed with 
all theſe Ornaments of a Right Frame of Mind; 
ſo our outward Deportment likewiſe muſt be 
ſuitable to the Nature and Employments of 
that Place which is dignifyed with God's Name 
and Authority. And hence all thoſe Reve- 
rential Geſtures muſt be carefully uſed by which 
our inward Affections are expreſſed, and ſuch 
2s are ſuited to the different Offices which 
We perform. _ | a 
To conclude: When our regular Attendance 
on Publick Worſhip is thus accompanied with 
all ing Circumſtances in our. Deport- 
ment, the Ends of thoſe Sacred Places are 
fully anſwered, and God's Will is rightly per- 
formed. By ſuch a Conduct We may be able 
to find our Knowledge of all Chriſtian Duties 
enlarged, our Faith increaſed, our Virtues im- 
proved, and our Graces heightened. Nay, This 
may be ſome means of qualifying Us for hold- ; 
Ing a perpetual Sabbath in the Houſe of God .. 
not made with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens, | 
where We may adore and magnify his Os 
| F and 
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where We may obey and perform, i 
in a manner reſembling, tho in a l 8 
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